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John Prentiss Benson was born in Salem, Massachusetts, February 
8, 1865, the son of George E. and Elizabeth (Poole) Benson. Mr. 
Benson had a seafaring ancestry, and as a youth found an outlet 
for his impulses by copying the paintings by Roux of Marseilles. 
Among two of these were his grandfather’s ships, the “Reaper” and 
the “Eliza and Mary.” His summers were spent in cruising along the 
New England coast where he studied and absorbed the everchanging 
waters and shipping. All his pictures were painted in his studio where 
he was able to recapture from memory the moods and wonderful 
motion of the sea. He made many of the frames, often with carved 
designs. 


His older brother, Frank W. Benson, had already embarked on his 
career as an artist, when the time came for John to earn a living. 
His father persuaded him to turn to architecture as he could “only 
support one artist.” He studied at the Academie des Beaux Arts in 
Paris, before working in Boston and New York. With his wife, Sarah 
Whitman, and their four children, they lived in Plainfield, New Jersey, 
and then Flushing, Long Island. Having painted for years in his spare 
time and on weekends, he moved to Kittery, Maine, in 1924, where, 
with his brother Frank’s encouragement, he devoted his full efforts 
to painting. By then his pictures were very much in demand and he 
found he could make a living as an artist at last. 


The museum of Natural History in New York commissioned him to 
paint eight murals of American Sperm Whaling Scenes for their Hall 
of Ocean Life. Four of these lunette studies are in this exhibition. His 
pictures incorporate the sea coasts of New England down to Bermuda, 
as well as foreign shores. He had many exhibitions, became a member 
of the Boston Guild of Artists, and won several awards, among them 
the Richard Mitton Award of the 1937 Jordan Marsh Show. Examples 
of his work are to be found in museums and institutions throughout 
the country. He painted up until his death in 1947. 
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CATALOGUE 

OSLO Me OUN SO odie anor alg Belicia eee Oil 
Captain Samuel Benson (artist unknown) ................................ Oil 
(Reaper. top picture).copied by J.PiB) 6. Watercolor 
“Reaper” (bottom picture) by Antoine Roux, fils .......... Watercolor 
NG VOCE Loe MN oh scasg ae ki ten oe Me as tie Oil 
TORRE = ES OR ee AR oe LU eats EP ie a Oil 
RPE VEY RCM a et ace eae os yore a Oe oy ene a Oil 
LORE 2 BS OO 2 I Re i rE RVR PENI ea Suk tiRe eee. (8 oe Oil 
Down East with a Fair Wind and Tide .............0000000 ee. Oil 
PGI y UV ICN Al art rete), oe, er IS Le ele ae Oil 
RNR SR a PRs aretha ate hanes RE ee Aen ae Oil 
SPST ests ah ol TSS Sie See Velen a eR PEA Mele NL gt aN LIV eat Oil 
Large study for lunette series 000oo.oooo ooo ooceccecceceeeeceeeeeeeeeee. Oil 
Small studies for series of eight lunettes — 

one unmatted and unframed |... Oils 
PERC ete ted as OL ha ae eee eh LC ena rece Oil 
CUT CLs Sa Re ay aA eR Oe ee NY, ieee) CMC MTC Pa OE ale ct Oil 
MAIO OT eel, eT eet ee | Cea atc tpi en UM SE Seer ee Oil 
CONCEP ECOGLE. Ue cate Be Lenn enamine Ruy aie Oil 
Hi rill el Ce Co fn (> EE le cate en ee na ene Co neC Leas ne nAE Lene wanes Oil 
BIGGNSCROONGR Wen oa Ma UE ao ee eek ete a eg Oil 
PANO URIVOUR yr ch eee Se eat eth eet pete api eee aie Oil 
Sree TFN oe Ut EW ay a as eine ROU lettin Later Oh reeeml mE WERE 6 sc 0 A Oil 
Captain John Bubier Prentiss .........0000........0..........ccceecctes Oil 
Self Portrait-(on: artist s-Gasel): yoo a a a a eee Oil 
Mdnassah Cutler copied ‘by J.P.B. lack asia eo ences: Oil 
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